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and the general opinion still is that if an in-
dividual permits himself to be represented
by a plural pronoun he must accept all the
grammatical consequences. " I will even
venture to assert," he continues in the same
letter, "that two thirds of all the corrup-
tions in our language have been introduced
by learned grammarians, who, from a spe-
cies of pedantry acquired in schools, and
from a real ignorance of the original prin-
ciple of the English tongue, have been for
ages attempting to correct what they have
supposed vulgar errors, but which are in
fact established analogies. ... In this coun-
try it is desirable that inquiries should be
free, and opinions unshackled. North Amer-
ica is destined to be the seat of a people
more numerous probably than any nation
now existing with the same vernacular lan-
guage, unless one,, except some Asiatic na.-
tions. It would be little honorable to the
founders of a great empire to be hurried
prematurely into errors and corruptions by
the mere force of authority."

This appeal to the pride of the young
nation is a curious instance of the growing
consciousness of Americanism which was